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When second wife Irene became pregnant, she quietly moved in and soon the But it was apparent to anyone who tried to
penetrate the insularness of the household that there was a real bond between them. "Irene was an excellent cook, and could not
be taught. When I complained to her mother, she shrugged her shoulders and said that any good woman ought to be able to do it,
and so it would be an advantage in the event of a journey. And it must be said that to judge from her appearance she was a
woman of considerable, if modest, attractions; there was nothing of the hoyden about her. She was so quiet and humble that she
might have been the serving-woman of the house; and such good-tempered company she made! She told us all sorts of stories
about her life in foreign parts and about men in general, for she seemed to have known a great deal of the world, and had not,
apparently, had a very happy lot of it. She was an enthusiastic admirer of President McKinley, and a great stickler for good
manners, but she had as great a contempt for'slash-and-burn' as I had. She was very particular about shoes and clothes, always
insisting that they be well made. Her taste was French, and she brought with her a good deal of expensive stuff. She was very
much upset one day because she had been paid a compliment on her pretty little feet. I am afraid it was a compliment that would
not have been paid to an elephant in a circus. "The only dangerous thing about Irene was that she expected to be treated with
respect. She could behave very aggressively when anything was said to jar her or her family. She did not suffer fools gladly, and
if anything could be said that was libellous or otherwise unfeeling, she would set up a howl of anger, and in the end we would try
to make light of it. "She had been warned of the effect of her personality on others, and so at the age of twenty-eight she
married Captain Ostergard; he was old enough to be her grandfather. He was considerably older than her, and had been for a
long time the dominant figure of the family. When he heard about the child, he did not propose any increase in Irene's
allowance, but when Irene told him about his unfaithfulness to his first wife, he got into a rage. He swore he had never seen his
first wife, and 82157476af
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